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Lower Chichester Township

St. Martin's Episcopal Church. - Walter Martin, of Upper Chichester, a Quaker, tradition relates, who being "dealt with" by that society, became embittered against Friends, on Dec. 18, 1699, "for divers good causes and considerations him thereunto moving," conveyed to the town and inhabitants of Chichester - Marcus Hook - an acre and one perch of ground for a church and free burial-place for the inhabitants, "Quakers and reputed Quakers only excepted." This ancient deed is explicit as to the doctrine to be taught by the persons who should avail themselves of the donor's bounty to erect a church or meeting-house there. "The inhabitants of said town and township, which are to have free liberty to build a church, chapel, or meeting-house, are intended to be such as own the two ordinances of the sacraments of baptism and the Lord's Supper of bread and wine; and such as own the resurrection of the bodies of the dead, and own the ordinance of singing of psalms in the praise of God in the congregation, or in their families, and such as own the taking of an oath on the Bible, according to the laws of England, if lawfully called thereto for the confirmation of the truth ; and it is to be a free burying-place to such as will bear part of the cost of keeping up the fences, or concern them-selves with building a church, chapel, or meeting-house thereon."

This lot, the donor strictly declared, was to be kept for the purposes expressed in the deed, "and for no other, whatever," and explained his exception against Friends, "because the Quakers have a meeting house of their own in the said township." William Thomas, the quaint document provided, should be the "first sexton or grave digger for the town of Chichester, during his life, or so long as he is able to perform duties appertaining to the office of sexton or grave digger," with power to those "concerned" in keeping the burying-place to name a successor when Thomas should cease to act in that capacity.

The adherents of the Church of England in that neighborhood availed themselves of Walter Martin's gift, "feeling little or no satisfaction in their own minds, without having a sacred place set apart for holding public worship according to the ritual of that church," but "being few in number and of less ability to build a place of worship," in the year 1702 they purchased from John and Tobias Hendrickson a rude frame building, which had been used as a blacksmith-shop, for which they paid about fire pounds, and all the male residents aided in moving the structure to its new location, where it was subjected to a bountiful coat of whitewash within and without, rude benches constructed, and the nameless church, other than that which it derived from its location, was established. In connection with St. Paul's, at Chester, and the church at Concord, it became a missionary station, under the protection and support of the Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts. Rev. Evan Evans, in a letter written in 1707, states that in 1700 he was sent over as missionary to Philadelphia, but the churches of that denomination increased so rapidly that he was frequently compelled to make long and weary journeys to preach to the scattered congregations, "for this reason," he states, "I went frequently to Chichester,"1 until, in 1704, Rev. Henry Nichols was placed in charge of St. Paul's parish, then including the churches at Chester, Marcus Hook, and Concord. Walter Martin died in 1719, and was buried in a lot in the churchyard which he had reserved as a place of interment for himself and friends. The place where his remains lie is marked with a head- and foot-stone, which, a half-century ago, by order of the wardens and vestry, was redressed and the letters recut. The ancient monument presents, near the top, the carved representation of an hour-glass and crossbones, and bears the following inscription:

"In the memory of Walter Martin,

buried June 26, 1719, aged 68 years.

"The just man lives in good men's love,

And when he dies, he's bless'd above."

In 1714, Rev. John Humphreys was in charge of the parish, and continued as the rector until 1725, when he went to Baltimore (?), and refused to return unless the churches at Marcus Hook and Chester would raise his salary to forty pounds per annum. This the parish appears not to have done, for from a paper dated April 5, 1727, signed by Ralph Pile, of Birmingham, Philip Ottey, and others, it is stated that, in 1726, "a great mortality reigned amongst us; we were obliged to desire the Rev. Mr. Hesselius, the Swedish minister at Christiana, who, out of his pious and Christian disposition, came to bury our dead, and seeing the disconsolate condition of our churches, offered to assist us once a month at our churches, which he still continues to do."2 In the summer of 1728, Rev. Richard Backhouse was appointed missionary to St. Paul's parish by the society. The letter apprising Governor Gordon of the appointment of Mr. Backhouse is dated at London, August 3d of that year.3 Rev. Israel Acrelius, who came from Sweden in 1749, arriving at Christiana, on July 20th of that year, states that so constant were the demands made upon him to hold divine services in the Episcopal Churches at Concord and Marcus Hook, besides his direct charge at Christiana, and as each church desired him to preach there on Sundays, it became impossible to satisfy the congregations, for "there were not as many Sundays in the months as there were congregations to serve . . . . The good old Swedes now began to murmur, partly at the minister, that they never got to hear him on Sunday in their own church, and partly at the English, who wished to have him with them, and never once paid his expenses of travel."4 The parish of St. Paul's was then without a rector, Rev. Richard Backhouse having died at his home in Chester, Nov. 19, 174I9. He had been succeeded by Rev. Thomas Thompson, who abandoned his charge, apparently, shortly after he assumed the responsibilities of the position.

In the will of Jeremy Collett, in 1725, a legacy of fifty pounds was bequeathed for the "better support of the Episcopal minister officiating in the chapel" at Marcus Hook, doubtless a welcomed addition to the slender means of that congregation. Twenty years after that date, in 1745, the old frame structure becoming insufficient to meet the need of the neighborhood, an effort was successfully made to provide a better house of worship. A fund was raised sufficient to erect a small brick church, about twelve by sixteen feet, which was surmounted by a belfry and an iron vane, in which the figures 1745 were cut. Three years subsequent to the erection of this new edifice, the old frame structure being still standing was used from time to time as a school-house, under the auspices of the church organization. A new difficulty arose, for in a letter written by Mr. Backhouse, June 26, 1748, a year before his death, he says, "The Moravians have hired a house to keep their meetings in twice a month at Marcus Hook, to which place my congregation resort, but I hope (and believe) more through curiosity than anything else, because they show me the same respect they ever did, and carefully attend the church as formerly, when it is my turn to be there."1

In 1759, Rev. George Craig become the rector, having been sent from London as a missionary by the Society for Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, and continued in charge of the church during almost the entire war of the Revolution, until 1783. He died a few years subsequent to this date, and his remains were deposited in the aisle of the church. It was during his rectorship, in 1760, that the nameless sanctuary received the title it now bears, St. Martin's, and it was accepted by the vestry at the suggestion of Emanuel Grubb, as commemorative of Walter Martin, its founder. The annalist Watson states that Emanuel Grubb was the first child of English parents born after the grant to Penn of the province, 1681, and that his birth occurred in a cave in the bank of the river, near Chester. The statement, however, as regards the date of birth is contradicted by the tombstone in St. Martin's churchyard, the inscription being, -

"Emanuel Grubb,

Died August 9, 1757,

Aged 85 years and 10 days."

which makes the date of his birth to have been July 30, 1682.

In 1765 the Episcopal Churches at Chichester and Concord were going to decay, and to raise money to repair these buildings and to aid other churches in other localities, in January of that year the Assembly passed an act authorizing a lottery to secure the sum of £3003 15s., and although the Governor returned the bill for some amendments,2 we know that such an act was finally approved, for in 1769 the provincial treasurer paid to St. Martin's Church £66 13s. 4d., the share it was entitled to as the proceeds of that lottery.

In 1845 the old church, built one hundred years before, became so dilapidated, and besides was insufficient to meet the requirements of the congregation, that it was determined to build a new edifice, which was promptly done, and the present building, the third, was erected. In 1822 St. Martin's Church, which, previous to that date, had been a part of the parish of St. Paul's, of Chester, became a separate organization, and from that time has been in charge of the following rectors: Rev. Benjamin S. Huntington, 1852-53; Rev. John Baker Clemson, 1853-58; Rev. Henry Hall Hickman,3 April 8, 1860; Rev. Joseph A. Stone, 1860-68; Rev. J. Sturgis Pearce, 1863-71; Rev. Gustavus Cleggett Bird, 1871.

In 1860 the old brick school-house, which had been built in the hitching-yard belonging to the church in 1801, was taken down by William Trainer, who gave one hundred dollars for the material, and with the bricks obtained from the old building Mr. Trainer erected the wall on the north side of the hitching-yard. The sheds belonging to the church cover the site of the old school-house, and on Sunday, Oct. 15, 1870, a pair of horses belonging to Thomas W. Wookward, of Linwood, being back from the shed, broke through and fell into the well which was formerly used, but having been covered with a few boards and some earth, in time was forgotten, until the incident narrated brought its existence to memory. One of the horses broke its neck in the fall, and the other was found severely injured when extricated. In 1871 the congregation erected a parsonage adjoining the Odd-Fellows' Hall, the church in all its preceding history never before having a residence for its rector. The land was donated for that purpose, and the cost of the building subscribed by several of the wealthier members of the congregation. In 1879, John Larkin, Jr., presented a tract of ground comprising about two acres adjoining the churchyard to St. Martin's Church, thus adding space to the burial-lot, which in almost two centuries had grown crowded with the dead of many generations.
